
The rise of global governance 
 

Introduction 

Global governance is an increasingly important concept in international 
relations, especially in the context of globalization. It refers to the way 
international affairs are managed across countries and sectors, involving a 
range of actors from international organizations to transnational corporations 
and civil society. This lesson will delve into the intricacies of global 
governance, its key players, and its impact on international relations. 

Learning Objectives 

 Understand the concept of global governance. 

 Identify the key actors involved in global governance. 

 Analyze the impact of global governance on international relations. 

Diagram: Key Components of Global Governance 

 
Explanation of Diagram 

The diagram outlines the key components of global governance: 

 International Organizations: Such as the United Nations and the 
World Bank. 

 Transnational Corporations: Companies like Apple and Google that 
operate across borders. 

 Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs): Such as Greenpeace 
and Doctors Without Borders. 



 Global Regulations: Including international agreements like the Paris 
Agreement and organizations like the World Trade Organization. 

Case Studies 

1. United Nations’ Role in Climate Change: The UN has been a 
pivotal player in addressing climate change through international 
agreements like the Paris Agreement. 

2. Apple’s Global Supply Chain: Apple’s supply chain is a prime 
example of how transnational corporations are a part of global 
governance. 

3. Greenpeace’s Activism: The environmental NGO has been 
influential in shaping international environmental policies. 

Practical Exercise 

1. Research and Presentation: Choose an international organization 
and analyze its role in global governance. 

2. Debate: Is global governance more effective than individual country 
governance? Prepare arguments for both sides. 

Self-Assessment 

1. Define global governance in your own words. 

2. List three key actors in global governance. 

3. Explain the role of NGOs in global governance. 

Summary 

Global governance is an intricate web of international organizations, 
transnational corporations, NGOs, and global regulations. Understanding 
this concept is crucial for grasping the complexities of modern international 
relations. 

 


