
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND INSTITUTIONS 

 

Introduction 

In the realm of international relations, organizations and institutions play a pivotal 
role in shaping global policies, maintaining peace, and fostering economic 
development. This lesson aims to provide an in-depth understanding of various 
international organizations and institutions, their structures, and their impact on 
international relations. 

Learning Objectives 

 Understand the concept of international organizations and institutions. 

 Identify key international organizations and their roles. 

 Examine the structure and functions of these organizations. 

 Analyze the impact of these organizations on international relations. 

Diagram: Overview of International Organizations and Institutions 

 

 
 

 

 

Explanation of the Diagram 

The diagram provides a hierarchical view of various international organizations 
and their sub-organizations or committees: 



 United Nations (UN): Divided into the UN Security Council and the UN 
General Assembly. 

 World Bank: Closely associated with the International Monetary Fund (IMF). 

 European Union (EU): Includes the European Parliament. 

 North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO): Has a Military Committee. 

 African Union (AU): Includes the African Court on Human and Peoples’ 
Rights. 

 Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN): Includes the ASEAN 
Economic Community. 

Case Studies 

1. United Nations and Peacekeeping: The UN has been instrumental in 
various peacekeeping missions, such as in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The 
UN Security Council authorized the use of force to maintain peace and 
security in the region. 

2. World Bank and Development Projects: The World Bank has funded 
numerous development projects in Africa, aiming to improve infrastructure 
and reduce poverty. 

3. European Union and Brexit: The impact of the UK leaving the EU has been 
monumental, affecting trade relations and internal politics within the EU. 

4. NATO and the Afghanistan War: NATO’s involvement in Afghanistan post-
9/11 is a subject of much debate, questioning the effectiveness of military 
alliances in modern conflicts. 

Practical Exercise 

 Research an international organization not covered in this lesson. 

 Prepare a presentation discussing its role, structure, and impact on 
international relations. 

Self-Assessment 

1. What is the primary role of the UN Security Council? 

2. How does the World Bank differ from the IMF? 

3. What was the impact of Brexit on the European Union? 

4. Is NATO still relevant in today’s geopolitical landscape? Why or why not? 

Summary 



Understanding the role of international organizations and institutions is crucial for 
anyone studying international relations. These entities not only shape policies but 
also have a lasting impact on global events. 

 


